
 
 
 
From: Jasroop Gosal <government@businessinsurrey.ca>  
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2018 5:32 PM 
To: Engages‐Mobilisation (WD/DEO) <wd.engages‐mobilisation.deo@canada.ca> 
Cc: Anne Peterson <policy@businessinsurrey.ca>; Anita Huberman <anita@businessinsurrey.ca> 
Subject: SBOT response to Towards a Western Canada Growth Strategy 

 
Dear Western Economic Diversification Canada 
  
On behalf of the Surrey Board of Trade, I am submitting the attached in response to the 
request for ideas. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Jasroop 
 
-- 

P.S. Can you attend the Surrey Board of Trade’s Seasonal Sizzle Christmas Party on December 11 from 5‐8pm at 

the Civic Hotel (beside Surrey City Hall)? Let me know. There is no charge, but you can make a donation to the 
Surrey Hospital Foundation at the event, if you wish.  

JASROOP GOSAL 
POLICY COORDINATOR 

101 - 14439 104 Avenue, Surrey BC Canada, V3R 1M1 
P | 604.634.0345   O | 604.581.7130    
E | Jasroop@businessinsurrey.ca 
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Purpose 
 
This submission is in response to the Government of Canada’s call for feedback to the 
engagement paper on a proposed Western Canada Growth Strategy. The government has 
outlined challenges and opportunities relating to the changing demographics, First Nations, 
Inuit and Métis, the labour market, trade, natural resources, SMEs, and innovation and skills.  
 
The government has asked the following questions: 

1. What does a stronger western Canadian economy look like 10 years from now? 
2. What are the best ways to spur new growth in western Canada? 
3. What will help the Indigenous economy continue to grow? 
4. How can we improve economic participation in the west of underrepresented groups, 

including women, youth and new immigrants? 
5. How can governments, industry and western Canadians work together to grow the 

regional economy? 

About the Surrey Board of Trade 
 
The Surrey Board of Trade attracts business to Surrey and supports business in Surrey. We 
provide businesses and organizations with economic opportunity, workplace development and 
education, international trade, government advocacy and business connections. We believe 
that transportation and education are the two economic foundations of building our city. 
 
With over 2,500 business members, the Surrey Board of Trade works with businesses to ensure 
that economic growth is in line with the needs of Surrey businesses. Through hundreds of 
events, meetings, and roundtable discussions, the Surrey Board of Trade engages with every 
level of government to foster economic growth and innovation, while still ensuring social policy 
goals are met.  
 
Instead of answering all of the aforementioned questions, the Surrey Board of Trade believes 
the following submission can answer all of the issues. 
 

Surrey Board of Trade’s Submission 
 
A stronger Western Canadian economy must contain five essential facets:  

1. reducing interprovincial trade barriers;  
2. corporate tax rates to remain competitive with the US;  
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3. improved entrepreneurial support to women and indigenous peoples;  
4. investment in new energy innovation and, 
5. transportation and infrastructure investments.  

 
The Surrey Board of Trade puts forward the following recommendations to enhance Western 
Canada’s Growth Strategy: 
 

1. In the face of international trade uncertainties, a reduction in interprovincial trade 
barriers. Increasing labour mobility, low tariffs, and a harmonization of regulations 
would improve the economy. In order for western Canadian economy to be a strong 
economic power, provinces must have aligned goals. 

2. Corporate tax rates to match that of the United States to remain competitive. The 
United States has lowered its corporate tax rates to a degree where businesses are 
choosing to operate out of the United States and sell goods back to Canada.  

3. The Surrey Board of Trade is at the forefront of ensuring entrepreneurs have the 
resources to create a successful business. The Government of Canada, and western 
Provincial governments can provide more support to women, and indigenous peoples 
through more workshops, and online support. High level coaching is required, which can 
be accomplished by partnering with NGOs to support entrepreneurs. 

4. The Government of Canada has imposed a carbon tax plan that is a burden to business.  
A redistribution of these taxes back to businesses is necessary to provide further 
incentives to innovate and use alternative energy sources. The carbon offset credit 
program is difficult to understand, and businesses are less likely to participate in a 
program they do not understand.  

5. Investment in new energy research is also necessary to provide an affordable alternative 
to pollution-causing energy used today. Until affordable new energy options are 
available, further investment into oil and petroleum – as well as the implantation of 
pipeline infrastructure - is necessary to remain competitive provincially, and 
internationally.  

6. Investment in infrastructure and transportation is necessary for economic growth.  
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