
 
From: Penny fox <penny.fox@cfspsl.ca>  
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 7:11 PM 
To: Engages-Mobilisation (WD/DEO) <wd.engages-mobilisation.deo@canada.ca> 
Subject: submission 
 
 
Hi – we had a Northeast Food Marketers meeting today and looked at three of the questions.  Here are 
the responses 
 

1. What does a stronger western Canadian Economy look like  in 10 years. 
 
That Alberta will have established a much more sustainable food environment.  That 
opportunities to help new entrepreneurs raise, grow or produce enough local foods has 
increased to the point where local foods are available in every community and to every 
restaurant that wants it.   
That we have diversified to markets other than oil and gas 
That agriculture is supported and becomes the stabilizing economy across the province and that 
all lands are being used in healthy and sustainable ways where foods are grown.  
There are many more opportunities for value added ag products and the barriers that currently 
existed have been taken down so it is easier for small business to operate in this sector.  
That government grants for small business can kick in 6 months after the business has started 
(this is normally when they need the most help) – currently new grants require a “new” business 
to show two years audited financial statements so that means they are already in their 3rd year – 
that is not a new business.  
Employer costs stabilize and that small business do not continue to be hit with large 
increases.  Labour costs alone this year in Alberta have increase 20% for service industry.  
That youth are seeking work and working for opportunities in their communities.  
That trades gaps have been addressed.  
 
 

2. Ways to Spur new growth 
Have more small businesses start up and be able to sustain themselves.   
Provide better access to capital for those living on indigenous lands.. 
Provide learning opportunities (programs and grants) for small business owners – not just their 
employees.  Or let family members participate as many small business are run by parents and 
their children.  – Especially in AG and restaurant industry.  
Find ways to address our health issues.  The costs of healthcare is making less and less money 
available for other programs and projects.  
 
 

3. Indigenous economic growth 
 
               Have more options for them to obtain capital financing. Without land or buildings being able to 
be used as security/collateral. 

Have a consistency throughout the nations in regards to Band Council Resolutions and 
Guarantees – as right now that is limiting the potential (some can get them some cannot as the 
politics gets involved) 



More training for band and settlement councils in regards to Economic Development  
Provide more loans to first nations businesses (as a loan and not a grant) as they ensures that 
the focus is maintained on the business long enough to pay the loan back.  (perhaps have a 
forgivable portion after the third year or something like that). 
Education – have the same standards for all children and teach them not only the basics but also 
IT and other needs for the future.   Incorporate an Entrepreneurial skills so that they grow up 
looking for opportunities to not just be an employee but to also become and employer 
Land based economic sectors – there are millions of acres of Indigenous Lands and they know 
how to groom and care for that land so it can produce organic foods, vegetables, meats 
etc.  Value add that with year round green housing, food production, food storage etc. So that 
they cannot only feed their own community members but neighbouring communities as well.  
  
 

We ran out of time to do the other two but thought I would send these comments before leaving today.  
 
 
 

Penny Fox 
General Manager 
Community Futures St Paul – Smoky Lake Region 
780-645-5782 
 

 
 
This communication in intended for the use of the recipient to which it is adressed and main contain 
confidential, personal and or privielged information.  If you are not the intended recipient - please contact 
me immediately and delete and destroy this informtion.  
 
 
 
 
 


