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1. What does a stronger western Canadian economy look like 10 years from now? 
 
I’m a big believer that we should play to our strengths. Western Canada has a lot of natural resources 
that are our big competitive advantage. I would like to see us move beyond just harvesting oil, gas, 
crops, trees, etc. and start adding more value to those resources. Instead of cutting down a tree and 
shipping it somewhere, maybe we can process it, maybe we can create things with the by-products, 
maybe we can sell more finished products.  
 

2. What are the best ways to spur new growth in western Canada? 
 
I would like to see the barriers to starting a new business lowered. In my experience, business owners 
who have launched and failed have a greater chance of succeeding subsequent times. This is probably 
beyond the purview of this study but municipal licensing costs are high. Also, programs like EI actually 
penalize anyone unemployed from starting a business by taking away EI benefits if someone is spending 
too much time trying to get a business up and running. This type of thing should be rewarded, not 
punished.  
 

3. What will help the Indigenous economy continue to grow? 
 
I spend a lot of time on reserves and I think that the big thing those communities need is role models. 
There is little interest in self employment cause they see so few people doing it successfully.  
 

4. How can we improve economic participation in the west of underrepresented groups, 
including women, youth and new immigrants? 

 
I’m not convinced that these groups need additional help. I see them as some of the most active people 
starting businesses. That said, peer groups and funding would be helpful.  
 

5. How can governments, industry and western Canadians work together to grow the regional 
economy? 

Communicating that there is a need and working together to make it happen.  
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