
 
From: David McCormick <DMcCormick@alberniport.ca>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2018 11:15 AM 
To: Engages-Mobilisation (WD/DEO) <wd.engages-mobilisation.deo@canada.ca> 
Subject: Western Canada Growth Strategy engagement: Port Alberni Port Authority 
 
Hello, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input from our perspective of the Port Alberni Port Authority. 
 
As one of 18 Canadian Port Authorities it is our mandate to facilitate trade on behalf of the nation and 
economic development for the country and our region that fosters and enhances community, social, 
cultural and environmental values.  Therefore, we take great importance and pride in our contributions 
and priority projects.  We have some key priority projects that we have been communicating with all 
levels of government, including First Nations, as well as other important stakeholders that we encourage 
Western Economic Diversification Canada to take an active role in these projects’ development. 
 
These priority projects include: 
 
1. The proposed Port Alberni Transshipment Hub (“PATH”)  

 
We have spoken with representatives of WD about this project and numerous federal appointed 
and elected officials.  This project would greatly enhance the efficiency and efficacy of the shipping 
model on the west coast.  The current system is burdened by significant transportation congestion 
issues, environmental issues and higher than necessary costs throughout the supply chain; including 
the consumer.  For more information please review: www.pathbc.ca   We would also be happy to 
meet with you in person to discuss further 
 

2. Marine Cluster Development 
 
We have achieved success re-establishing a successful commercial fishing hub in Port Alberni.  This 
involved millions of dollars and support from Small Craft Harbours and Island Coastal Economic 
Trust.  This commercial fishing hub, that includes Indigenous fishers is one of the few, if only, on the 
west coast that is growing.  However, in order to thrive, we need investment support to modernize a 
former seafood processing facility.  We have many partners willing to bring the seafood stocks 
supplies but the cost of bringing the former functioning fish plant up to modern CFIA and processing 
standards is beyond the means of any one  partner.  We wish to discuss the opportunity for Federal 
support of this initiative. 

 
3. Port Alberni Shipping Terminals Revitalization and Expansion 

 
The shipping terminals’ docks and berths are over 60 years old.  They have seen a great deal of 
degradation and damage over the decades, as would be expected by a busy, heavy use shipping 
facility.  This infrastructure is federal real property.  Under the terms of its Letters Patent we are 
responsible for being the “stewards” of this property.  However, as a small port, with financial 
restrictions, including those related to borrowing under the terms of our Letters Patent, we are 
greatly challenged to fully address the needs to revitalize these facilities.  There are other 
opportunities available to support the region’s economy and expand exports and reach more 
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markets for regional producers if we had the ready means to expand our shipping services offers to 
include a barge loading facility and cranes.  We’d like to discuss the opportunity further as well. 
 

4. Paved road to Bamfield from Port Alberni (or, at least, “Phase 1” to China Creek Campground and 
Marina) 

 
We understand that this road way is a Provincial responsibility.  However, the safety of the traveling 
public and residents is the responsibility of all governments.  Bamfield is well known for its Marine 
Sciences Centre, which attracts esteemed researches from all over the world and thousands of 
school children every year.  Furthermore, the Huu ay aht First Nation, which has Treaty Territory in 
the Bamfield area, is working hard to improve its tourism and commercial businesses, which emply 
many of their community’s members.  Their ability to take advantage of the spectacular tourism 
opportunities of their area is dramatically restricted by the condition of the road. Furthermore, 
China Creek Campground and Marina (operated by the Port), which is located approximately 15 
minutes from the City of Port Alberni also hosts hundreds of campers every year.  It would see 
increased business and public enjoyment if the short distance of a very dangerous gravel road were 
to be paved.   We hope that the Government  

 
Thank you for taking the time to review this very introductory, “high level” overview of some of priority 
economic development initiatives that should be supported by Canada. We look forward to an 
opportunity to discuss these with WD further in the near future. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dave 
 
David A. McCormick, MBA 
Director, Public Relations & Business Development 
Port Alberni Port Authority 
 

 

Rising Tides and New Horizons 
Phone:  250-723-5312 ext 227 
Cell:     250-731-5819 
Email:  dmccormick@alberniport.ca 
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